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while Christ exhibited it as present, and laid upon those
who desired to become members of it the practical obliga-
tions and burdens which were involved in membership,
To obey John's call was easy, it involved nothing be-
yond submission to a ceremony; and when the prophet
had acquired a certain amount of credit, no doubt it
became the fashion to receive baptism from him. This
being so, he may well have felt that his work was but
skin deep; his prophetic appeals to the conscience had
created a mighty stir but no real conviction, no division
between the good and bad, no national repentance. Idle
people resorted to his preaching for a new sensation,
frivolous people sought excitement in his baptism. With
that honest humility so characteristic of him he confessed,
not precisely his failure, but the essentially imperfect and
preliminary nature of his work. No Messiah, no prophet
am I, he' said. He said, I am a voice^ a cry faintly heard
in the distance; I command nothing; I exact nothing;
I do but bid you be ready.
But after Aaron the eloquent speaker, there came the
new Moses, the Founder and Legislator. To listen to him
was no amusement for an idle hour; his preaching formed
no convenient resort for light-minded people. His tone
was not more serious than John's, and it was somewhat
less vehement, but it was far more imperious and exacting.
John was contented with hearers; when he had delivered
his admonitions he relaxed his hold, and it was free to
those who had listened to subside into the easy tranquillity
which his eloquence had disturbed while it lasted. But
Christ demanded followers, recruits for the great work lie
had in hand, settlers for the new city that was to be
founded, subjects for the king he announced himself to be.

